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I mild si p of their attitudes, that the man
was addressing a Icuir and impassioned
H'eei h to her. hi h Antonia Interrupted
only occasionally l.y a word or gesture.

Kven at that distance he could seo
that her eyes were extraordinarily largo
and l.rilliant. Hlie looked as tense and
excited as the hishop felt himself to lie.

A motor-ca- r slid silently under the
liirhts of the porte-coche- at the other
end of the, porch, and stopped. TheI'ishop saw a gentleman in evening- - dressemerge from the tonneau and stand fora moment under the brilliant electriclights. They showed him to have a seri-
ous, honest face, the sight of which gavo
the Idshop the sensation of being awak-
ened from a nightmare to the most com-
forting of daylight scenes.

He turned Instinctively to see If the
couple beyond him had also nolicert the
nrriwil. Jlo caught only a flutter of
s. arlet and white as Antonia (lashed by
him Antonia. bounding, like
a panther down the porch, her skirts
caught high, her filltlering scarf dragginff
behind her.

"What deviltry Is she up to now?"
thought the old gentleman, startled and
apprehensive.

Leaning forward, be could see that shehail had time for but the briefest mono-
syllabic collo.iuy wllh her liauce before
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I'oi'ii a i me enj or a dance. Kor a
time they hid the two from the lushup's
Hlivlous eye, and lie was reduced to con-
jecturing from the laughter and loud,

jaculalory talk that they were finding
Anlonia even more entertaining than
usual.

'Hlie Is capable," he thought despair-
ingly, "of taking this occasion for an-
nouncing Tercy's loss and her engage
ment to the broker!"

Suddenly, from out the laughing uproar
around the two, Antonia's voice arose.
She was shouting:

Tilde Hishop! fncle Bishop! You're
needed!"

one of the young men came running
back toward him, grinning widely.

"She's a corker" he cried. "By Jove!
You never know what she means,1 or
what she'll be up to next!"

"What Is she doing now?" asked the
bishop, rising and moving toward the
crowd. "And what can she want of me?"

"Lord knows!" his young attendant
answered to both these questions. "She
told me to go and get you. She's giving
away all her things to the girls, and
laughing like mad about how furious her
nunl'll be!"

When the bishop arrived, Antonia,
stiipi'od of her rings and bracelets and
lan. the gold bandeau gone from her
black hair, the pearls from her dazzling
neck, had Just discovered her scarf cling-
ing about her feet.

"Jlcre, Lolly, here's a keepsake foryou. If you did get here late! I'd give
you my dress if it weren't for the looks
of the thing!"

"W hat ure you. up to?" asked the girl
who had Just Joined the group.

Anpinia snatched the long, black over-
coat from her fiance's arm, and extin-
guished in Its severe masculine lines the
red and white of her costume.

"I'm taking the veil!" she said 'Terry,
give me a handkerchief to tlo over my
hair!" fieelng the bishop's haggard old
face over the heads of those about her,
slip went on: "We are going to take the
bishop In the car, Percy nnd I, and dash
over Hie Stale-lin- where you don't have
to have a license. We're going to get
married! The dear bishop, who love, me
no warmly, is going to marry us!" She
laughed nt the spectacle of stupefaction
presented to her by her uncle-to-b- "We
have a secret between us, my Uncle Bis-
hop and I. He knows that I won't need
In my future life any of the vain gauds
I've been showering on you!"

She seized her fiance's hand, and his
uncle's, nnd ran down the porch, dragging
both men after her. and shouting over
her shoulder to the burst of talk which
followed them:

"No. you don't all come after us In
motorcars to celebrate I'll stand on the
back seat and pick you off one by one
with Terry's revolver if you try to! I've
changed my mind, and I'm going to have
a marriage Instead of a wedding!"
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